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“ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men.” St. Luke, 2. 14. 


* How beautiful are the feet of him that publisheth salvation /” Isa. 592. 7. 
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ON CHRISTIAN SOCIETY BY It would be wrong to wait until they see 
R. WRIGHT. . others every thing they wish them to be, for 
Though christain socicties have sometimes this is hardly to be expected in the present 
ween seats of tyranny. in which the rights state; it should be remembered that thegreat 
of conscience have been outraged, and the;master bore with the ignorance, weakness, 
liberty of the gospel violated—and sometimes and prejudices of his disciples, until by his 
ascene of anarchy, where nothing was to be.instructions he gradually brought them to a 
distinguished but envy, strife, contention,} better state of mind; in this we should imi- 
wrath and bitterness—and sometimesschoolsjtate him. . | r 
of bigotry and enthusiasm, where the kindly? Christ himself founded the first christian 
feelings have been suppressed, und the calm‘society by associating his disciples with him 
exercise of reason laid aside, to make room{as a circle of frieads, or a band of brothers 
for pharisaical stiffness, and fanatical effer-j—by teaching them that they were all breth- 
vescence; no argument is to be drawn fromfren and fellow servants—and by command- 
hence against the importance and utility offing them to love one another as he had loved 
christian societies, fou nded upon liberal, vir-sthem. When the apostles had preached the 
tuous, and truly christian principles. Ma-fgospel in any place they directed those who 
ny evils have existed in civil society, libertyjbelieved to unité as a brotherhood of love, 
itself has sometinses degenerated into licea-gor household of faith. In the apostolic age, 
tiousness, and even civilization and improve-fit seems, wherever any number of persons 
ment have been accompanied with vices andfbelievec on Christ a christian society was 
crimes; but no reasonable man will drawfformed. Christianity is eminently caJcula- 
arguments from hence against the socialf{ted to form men for ali the endearments of 
state, the value of liberty, or the importancejsociety, and to unite them together by the 
of civilization and improvement; yet to dojstrongest ties, as its «direct tendency is to 
this would be as just as to make the evilsjcail forth all the sympathies of the human 
which have existed among associated chris-jheart, and to improve all the social feelings 
Wans an argument against union with a chris- and virtues. The mindof a christian will 
tian society. ‘The evils which have existedimore rapidly improve in the knowledge of 
inchurches have arisen chiefly from igno-}truth, and in the exalted virtues and chari- 
rance of christian liberty, and a destitutionjties inculcated in the New Testament, in 
of the spirit of Christ; they are capable ofjunion with a christian society formed and 
being remedied, and it is the duty of thosefconducted on liberal principles, than in an 
who understand the freedom of the gospel,insulated state; because mutual exertions; 
and possess the temper of Christ in someefree conversation, friendly controversy, &c. 
degree, to unite with churches that they have a natural tendency to bring more truth 
re rent their cure. It is to be hoped to light thau the single efforts of the strong- 
a the present enlightened age chris- est mind in a secluded state ; and because 
~ are rapidly increasing in wisdom and it is natural for virtuous minds, and efforts, 
ene ee christian societies will expel to be strengthened by coalition, Christians 
ri "Y and fanatacism from emong them, can best promote the cause of trath aad love 
a : —e rational views, manly piety, among men by their joint exertions ; heace 
Star 1 ener" Gk Spirit in theie place—that'christian society is calculated to be a bles- 
| dace on toricties will be formed and con-‘sing to the world, Social worship; and the 
‘ia ere free and liberal principles;ordinances of the gospel, cannot be carried 
ii 8 epel 3 but to accelerate these things on without some degree of christian society; 
ee, ports that these who have rational/nor can the public ministry of the gospel 
Mitel Coe and possess its liberaljwell be maintained without the union and 
wae become members of churches,,mutual efforts of Christians, ek i ‘ 
silies a. 18 Not practicable, form them- A christian society 1s a free; spontaneous 
Soacet societies, that they may unitejassociation of individuals, who believe on 
Sear the more effectively in theithe Lerd Jesus Christ, and manifest a dispo- 
‘lon of every thing truly christian — sition te ebey him-—sz company of persons 
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united together from inclination, by 
cheice, to walk together ia lev 
hood in the gospel, among w 
an equality of rights, duties, and pl 
in all their religious concerns + its 
a hand of fellow servants, who agree to ow 


no master over conscience but Jesus Christ ; ching: 
to bow to no authority in their religious faith ification. The tendency of love is to pre. 


and practice but that of the Son of God ; tol vent suspicions, evil surmisings, whisperin 


admit no cree 


free!capable of uniting their souls together jg 


hom subsists of teaching them to weep, with those 


atakes and defects. and to pursue thoge 


leave every individual the full and free ex-|wrath, angec malice, and personal resent. 


ercise of the ri 


withoutany retrenchment, soc 
and to allow every person to be his ewn/of this perfect bond; this is capable of ma 


expositor of scripture, to speak his thoughts king us all teuly useful & happy. Let us 


the part ofone whem the Lord hath made| possible mean 


free, and edify his brethren in the best man- se 
ner he can. Such association of believers TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD oF 
on Christis a church of the living God,} SALVATION. 
ea and is independent ef ai! other religious as-| Dsar Sin,—The various and discerdant 
cr, sociations ; the persons who compese it hav-|opinious, entertainec on the subject of reli. 


ing full power to determine, from the New/gion, at the present day, have imduced me 
Testament, how they ought to proceed injto ofter the following for publication in your 
evecy Case, te chose and appuint their own|useful paper. 

officers, to regulate their own affairs, with-| « What is religion?”—This question 
out being accountable co any but the Lord :|tho’ agitated ever since the law was given by 
te whom, christians should ever remember,/Moses, (and how long before, I will not at- 
they are accovatable in-all things. It is|tempt to determine,) is admitted by all na- 
immaterial of what number of persons suci/tions, as well savage as civilized, to be one 
an association consists 5 two or tiree gath-/of the utmostimportance. So much so, that 
ered together inthe name of Christ consti-jin the opinion of thousands, the eternal des- 


sands. pends on a correct un 


love as Christ hath loved them, and to putimen, whose particular duty, uniformly has 
on charily, Which is the bend of perfectness. heen, to trstruct the rest 9 the ae and 
W ore clicisttag charity hath been wanting proper meaning of the ‘nee uestion, here’ 
various other bonds have been devised to hold repeated ;— IW hat ts religion ? 
ae eT oe in fellowship ; but they! ‘Thas class of men (for they have never been 
va Ocak uae ever will be, found insufficient./any thing more than men,) thus set apart 
Wem, cr ici, chica: ae aud confessions| by men, for the instruction of man, has been 
say a¥ Chidkel cf faa Opinion, and unscrip-idesiguated by divers names and dignified 
son thicd wads . Gon all these have tities: suoh as, Priests, Bramins, Labbis, 
duction of unanimity ipchitand emeten cere Doctors of the Law, Se. and more 
uci dency bia bean to destroy charity ite, BD. Ge he, tn Ge he 
sace 5 wut where Charity ; od be an oft s| Bishops, Lrelates, Curates, Car dinals, be 
tice, iS maintained theas inisy subetls ian en lite sive ae ae 
me ‘ are 
Cy i capa af pcan’? | Bot, whatever name individuals. of 
of Gast atid a Boctide ee maki unanimity|class, may have assumed: or by whatever 
Sith. métitlicniny of opinias: uh saie an enn ain they may have been dignified; 
ia ihe . ’ cir callin “atl ifor 
rere tye! ee alo darian 8 esseatial tojthe same, Ci. sMacidaaaet 48 ¢ Toe 
i Oi Christians. Love is religion consists. And bene wala have 











ei brother-,the faith ef Christ, and in obedience to him, 


ivileges, who weep, and rejoice with those why | 
hould bejvejoice; to bear with each other’s mig. | 


sithings which make for peace and mutual eq. F 


d or standard of cheistian faith |hackbitings, and evil speaking, the causes | 
and worship but the New Testament; tolof discord among brethren ; and to stifle | 


ight of private judgment/ment, in the very birth. The cause of gy | 
or molestation ;|many evils in christian societies is the want | 


without hesitation or disguise, fully to act/maintain and strengthen this bond by all | 


tute a urch, and it may consist of thou- tiny of every son and cigs of Adam, de. © 

. ‘ se erstanding of its | 
a. the bead of union among christians, in/true meaning. Indeed so important nae @ I 
which they ought to embrace one another|beea cunsidered, that from the most remote | 
aid have fellowship together, is christianlantiquity, almost every nation of whose his: | 
clarity. or the spirit of Christ, which is love sltory we know any thing, has. as it should & 
hence they are exhorted to keep the unity of seem, by the universal consent of beth sev k 
tlie spirit ia the bond of peace, to walk injernors and governed, set apart a “lear of | 
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) system of teaching, which hitherto had been 
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1e preat mass of our race, if no perfection of Deity’s wisdom. if man had 
a gutinetles between themselves, and)ov other evidence of God’s immutability, 
heir spiritual teachers, had ever been ac-jthan what is given him in his daily provi- 
Satie ed, “save as virtuc exalteth aboveidence, we should think he would be satisfied. 
00.” But when he has a revelation which ex- 
om sooner however, were the distinctions |presely and explicitly declares that he is un- 
of Priest and people, Clergy and laity well changeable. and still persists in declaring 
established, and the superiority of the form- that his purposes will nos be performed, we 
acknowledged by the latter, than thatjeonfess our surprise is greatly augmented, 
The roval Psalmist evidently did not be- 
addressed to the reason of man, for the im-|Tieve that God’s promises or testimonies 
ovement of his moral condition, by direct-|were mutable, may, he, the rather, chose 
ing his footsteps in the ways of well doing,|to declare, that his * testimonies were very 
and instructing him in the divine science of sure.” It seems proper to inquire ‘ what 
self-government, was abandoned 3 and thejare God’s testimonies ?” This the Apostle 
denunciations of the pulpit, the anathemas}Peter has directly answered, in Acts 3. 21, 
of his holiness, and the thunders of the yti-jhe has told us that God by the mouth of all 
can were substituted as the means of dri-jhis holy prophets has testified of the “ resti- 
ving a sinful world, through fear of an iima-jtation of all things.” God’s testimony is 
sinary endless hell, ia a future state of being,|sure. His oath is immutable, and yet, not- 
into the kingdom of heaven and immortal withstanding he has sworn to bless all the 
glory. nations, families and kindreds of the earth 
The consequence long has beens that in-|with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus: 
stead of “ bearing testimony against every|There are many who have the hardihood to 
evil work,” instead of guarding their flocks, say that all will not be blessed in Jesus, ner 
like the faithful shepherd, or watching likejbenefited by him. 
the centinel at nis post, and regulating the} How infatuated must be the man who will 
walk and conversation of those over whom|set at deflance the oath of God / How pre- 
they are setin the Lord, (as they say) the/sumptuous the creature, to suppose itself ca- 
minds and consciences of men, have been and|pable of defeating his omnipotent designs! 
are watched as with an eye that never|How unbelieving is he who will not accred- 
wioks, and guarded with a vigilence thatjit the solemn (yea all his words are solemn) 
never tires——[nstead of withdrawing from|word of Jenovan! However astonishingly 
that brother who walxeth disorderly; the|surprising it may appear, such is the fact, 
orthodoxy of these truly olind guides, for|that many are constantly advancing the idea 
more than 1300 years, has been,“ withdraw|that man is capable of frustrating the plaas 
thyself from that brother who thinketh dis- of unerring wisdom. Reader you are ear- 












er, 


orderly, JOHN. j|nestly eotreated ta beware how you cavil 
( To be continued. ) with God’s holy word. You are sincerely 

= solicited not to trifle with the oath of Jeho- 

THY TESTIMONIES ARE VERY jfvah. You are humbly advised to investi. 
SURE. gate the oracles of God with candour and 


It isa wonderful phenomena that man{attention. You are affectionately com- 
should distrust the oath or word of God.—|mended toGod and the word of his grace, 
owever strange it may appear such is the|Which is able to build you up in faith and 
fact. The oath or even bare word of man,{Holiness and fully pursuade you that God’s: 
meets with a very gracious reception among testimonies are not only sure, but very sure 5 
men, while the immutable premises of the {and that he has given his testimony in favor 
allwise and immaculate God, are distrusted {of the * restitation ofall things.” 
and considered as of a very dubious charac- ERASMUS. 
ter, dlow any man, who professes any 
Acquaintance with the continued and ail- 
Wise providence of God, can be led to the 
“option of the above opinion, we cannot 
“onceive. The history given us of the cre- E 
tion, is proot positive, that God's puwer is PRP DITOR, 
thlmnited. The impartial distribution of I have already examined this subject, 
Z light.of the sun, is evidence of his good- in relation te two of its peculiarities : and 
7 = The perfect order and harmony which|now present you with a review of the third 
te served by the countless planitary sys-|qualification, for the privileges of an “ Un- 
_ in their majestic revolutions, admira-lion Prayer Meeting.” Weare told that 
y and plainly pourtray the infinity and/these meetings consist of those “who be- 


For the Herald. 
«“ UNION PRAYFR MEEFINGS” No, s 
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lieve in the supreme divis a 
Jesus Christ, the necessity of regeneration Dy 















pends entirely on the merits of Christ’s atone- 
aie ee ean This a ss of the “ Union Prayer Meetings,” that 
at nowr res ° 
pression, ke that on the subject of regene 
tion, was undoubtedly intended to convey t 
idea, to the pious New-Engiaod Almanac 
readers, that trinitarians alone, believe 
Salvation through the merits of Christ.—fabe 
Different opinions are entertained by differ- ci 
ent sects. of the doctrine of atonement.—jthat there 18 
But it is not believed that any deny the a-jscriptures—-D0 
tonement: or expect Salvation, in any other practical piety an 
way, than “through Christ and him crucifi-jver alists, are un 
ed.” By atonemeut, trinitarians in gener- 
al, understand sazisfaction; and by the a- 
tonement of Christ, satisfaction for the sins 
of the redeemed. And hence, the sufferings 
of Christ, are supposed to be substituted for 
the sufferings of such as shall receive Sal- 
vation. By the “merits of Christ?s atone- 
ment” therefore, they mean the efficacy ol 


of an Almanack. 

By this last expedient the sacred and lag 
retreat of humility and peace, has been pul. 
luted with slander and abuse. The infant 
mind is thus corruptec by false impressions; 
his sufferings to satisfy divine justice ; andjand spurns the admonitions of a parent, or 
thereby, torescue the guilty from deserved|uisregards his councils, if they but stand 
punishment. Others contend, that atone-jopposed to the doctrine of an almanack.— 
ment signifies reconciliation, that man only| Parents look to these things, remember that 
was unreconciled, and that God so far fromjthe scriptures are given for the direction of 
being disaffected * was in Christ reconciling|your lives, and the instruction of your minds, 
the world unto himself.” By the atone-jsearch them, and by comparing their tes 
ment therefore, they understand the recon- | 
ciliation of man; and by the “ merits of|* to be wise unto salvation. , 
Christ,s atonement,” his merit, as the faith. MARCUS. 
tul servant of God, in publishing those truths 
which promote reconciliation. ‘They see nv 
other efficacy in his literal blood or suffer- 
ings, than the simple evidence of persevere- 
ing fortitude and sincerity, in the inculca- 
tion of the truths committed to him ; and 
the performance of the duties which devolv- 
ed ou him, as the servant of God, and the 
A Saviour of mankiod. They believe him to 
7@ be the only Saviour ; as being the only and 
Of exclusive instrument of manifesting that 
doctrine, and those truths which are neces- 
sary to salvation. They view Christ wor- 
thy of constant gratitude for the benefits 
confered on man, through his ministry; and 
of reverence “honor for the faithfulness with 
which he performed every duty and the 
dignity with which he sealed his testimony 
and finished the labors of his mission. They 
on ney ae a ae to claim the 

il . 

a oakinaeh ae ee ee Stand, a native of Lancaster County. It 
and mutnal.empectants of sainets, ee : may bea gratification to his friends, to leara 
ihe antes ofthese ing giithat his remains were interred in a mauner 


know that they have an equal right hs i. corresponding with the character which he 


0 the 
assumption of orthodoxy ; andto denounce naqenene 


pthers who dissent from their views. as her- 


o> 1 
. 


A eee 


! oy -. 7 
Aaa ag ayy 
ANOTHER VICTIM. 


Wilmington Jan, 7, 1823. 


Pe ee ne 
FS ee 


some days prior to the execution of the fe 
tal deed, he had laboured under a mental de- 
pression, occasioned by having had an alarm 


pecting a future state of existence, and some 


Gospel Advocate, 





timony with the doctrines of men, endeavor 


ing dream, which had aroused his fears res | 


ity of our Lordjetics and infidels. But they have never | 
done this; and they view i na relent } 
) T ied efforts of trinita. | 

iri Salvation de-labhorrence, the unwearied el 7 

os Ise words of oy rians to stigmatize all who dissent from their § 
dogmas, as cold moralists and destitute of | 
ri It is this traitin the charag. | 


ra-|has rendered them worthy of remark ; and § 
helitis a duty which we owe to ourselves, and § 
kito community, to detect and expose the as, | 
in]persions, which the weak 01 uoprincipled q 
ttors of these meetings, are at UNWearied | 
pains to circulate. Those insinuations, | 
no religion—no faith in the | 
reverence for Christ, and no | 
r1ong Unitarians and Up. | 
blushingly made from the | 
deSk—whispered in the Social circle—read | 
in most trinitarian productions, and are | 
finally intruded at our fire-side in the form | 





Suicide.—On Tuesday last, a young F 
man by the name of Joshua Huss, who had | 
been boarding inthis borough for some time | 
previous, puta period to his existence by | 
cutting his own throat with a razor. For § 


other causes. He had borne a good charac § 
ack-|lter while in our borough, and was we under f 
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they must inevitably be damned, should they 
believe too much ; and what is worst of all, 
if they must leave it to OTHERS to derer- 
mine how much.and what they shall believe / 


4 





i 





SaTURDAY, Marcu, 8. 1825. 


EXCOMMUNICATION, 

The following correspondence, which 
receded the excommunication of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pierce from the Presbyterian church 
in Adams, pease the oe "pad erg 
‘mitarians proceed against those who offen es ; 
spelieving, t00 wiueh, Occurrences of this ¢ Te ayn — " a noes oS. 
kind have been very frequent in this part of {£2 ming y nu that the 0 aves ae 7 ‘ 
the country within a few years. Probably|°°°" preseated to the session of this churc 


not less than thirty similar cases can be pro-j 2 Ss YO" 











Adams Feb. 19th 1822. 
Mr. Levi Pierce and wile, members of the 
first Presbyterian Church in Adams. 


aced, which have taken place in this coun! , ena hi 
: within three years past—ani if like cau-|°" oo a eee ees worship and — 
ses produce like effects, we shall expect soon ee ee oe, years or ia 
to be able to furnish the public with more in-jh2e Wee a distance in which you migh 

stances of persons being excluded from|''*Y© frequently attended, and this too ore 
church fellowship for believing in the uni- you have veen repeatedly admonishe¢ of 
versal goodness of God, your duty, Witnesses, the members of this 
We deny the propriety of such proceedings,{° Ure). 

_ honestly think them eubenipelns > 2 Immoral conduct on the part of Mr. 
we respectfully call upon our Calvinistic Pierce, or breach of the sabbath, ia coming 
and Arminian brethren to produce their au-|'0 this place on secular business on that 
thority to control the consciences of their/#0ly day, and wholly veglecting public wor- 
fellow creatures—or to exclude a member ship here on that day. Witnesses, Josiah 
from christian fellowship, merely for not be- Henman, Milton Beals. 

lieving the doctrine of the Trinity or endless} 3 Both of you embraciag the most ce 
misery—doctrines which the scriptures cer-|5°FOUS and fatal errors, even denying the es- 


tainly do not even mention! We seriously 
suggest the propriety of desisting from this 
unauthorized practice of unmerciful excom- 
mutication, lest Calvinistic and Arminian 
caurches should finally become an asylum 
for the most illiberal and bigoted of the hu- 
man race. 

It is true our brethren of limited faith in 
the protestant world do not equal Papists in 
the phraseology of their wrathful edicts of 
excominunication in cursing a man in all the 
Members of his body and all the faculties of 
his souls by all the hosts of heaven—=-by allj''. 
Matis holy; and even by the authority of{t's 
the Almighty. —But if the excommunicag 
member should be banished from all spirit 
mhyoyment, and.consigned to the quenchless 

1ines of a changeless hell—language would 


Irch, 

















Jesus Christ, and the future and eternal 
punishment of impenitent sinners. Wit- 
nesses, Jasiah Henman and Samuel Bond. 
You are hereby required to meet the ses- 
sion of this church and answer to the same 
vo Friday the first day of March next, at 
i o'clock P. M. at the Meeting-House in 
Adams. By order of the session. 
GEO. W. GALE, Moderator. 

P. 8S. March 7th. 

This letter was not sent as expected, yoy 
will therefore meet the session tae 20ta of 
onth, at the same place. 


GEO. W. GALE. 





Henderson March, V4 ee. 
Rev. Sir, fF 


fai aed. ae : a r 
a describe it—imagination could not Your letter to me and Mrs. Pierce, of 
Paintit, and all human attempts to describe;February 19, specifying certain charges a- 


—— of tremendous horror, would bear gainst us, and citingus to appear before the 
than the ee to the dreadful reality, Session of the church of which we are mem- 
rentrated light of 71 of a taper, to the oo bers, has been received, and is hereby ac- 

tions of heaven ! If sada saline “a rome, aoa fe t ci 
0 their Gpinions ' ne fo peyenne ith ue deference to: you, sit, and to 
What a man sh ab practices relative to the members of the church, and in the exer- 
8 well relin a believe, community may}cise of that Heaven-born christian charity 
LIBERTY BP col a. wt pretensions to which never faileth, | We desire to answer 
eed, sagaa NSCIE} CK. } Sad in-|your charges in writing, which may prevent 
. be the condition of mankind—|the necessity of our meeting the Session ot 
their condition already, ifthey|the church ag you require ; if not, it is our 


Sad indeed is 
Must bel; : a , ; 
elieve something, or be damned—jf|desire that you should appvint another time 


, 1. Rereach of covenant with God and this 


sential Divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
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ee 
for our atteridauce as it will be 
for us to attend on the twentieth of the pres- 
ent month. 






inconvenient|the * Sabbath was made for man and aot | 
man for the Sabbath’? When Christ was | 
accused of sabbath breaking by the ruler of 7 , 
Your first: charge is breach of covenant, the synagogue, he answered, ** Thou hypo. 
&c. To this charge we reply that when wejcrite doth not each one me on the sab. 
ehtered inte: covenant, (we however neverjiath loose his ox or his ass from the Stall and 
signed any covenant) with the church te lead him away to watering ?” St. Luke, F 
walk with them in christian fellowship, it}chap. 13. See also St. John, chap. 5. 
was in the conscientious discharge of our Your third and I suppose most important By 
duty: But we did not suppose we shouldjcharge 1s “ emvarncing Ae; mest dangerous | 4, 
bind ourselves beyond the dictates of con-jand fatal errors” &c. Surely, sir, you wilj 
science—if we had, after carefully consid-[e ready to labor candidly and diligently to > Pi 
ering that in the worship of the church offpeint out errors so 6 dangerous and fatal. 
which we were members, the character offsurely you will not require us to take your | g 
our Heavetly Father is misrepresented by unsupported statement im a case of such . wi 
ascribing to him unmerciful and endless ven-jmagnitude——we presume, sir, you will be Foy 
eance; atid instead of hearing the words of}ready to adopt with us the language of Isaiah § pj 
© eternal [ife,? which the blessed Jesus pro-j* come now S&let as reason together” on this B pr, 
nounced, ve heard the words of eternal death|subject. We can assure you that happiness Foy 
provounced upon our fellow creatures thejis dear, and truth is desirable; and while Bua 
offspring of God and the objects of divine}/we most fervently pray for light and truti, B br. 
love: Issay, if we had bound ourselves be-jwe honestly declare our full determination § «, 
yond the dictates of our consciences, wejto labor to * prove all things and hold fast & gh, 
should bave experienced a difficulty similar}that which is good.” fo 
to thatis: which Herod was, when, after mak-| The essential divinity of Christ, we do che 
ing a bad promise, he was obliged either tujaot find expressed in the language of Scrip: B Gal 
break his solemu promise, or do an unjusti-jture, and we have often observed that the & inc 
fable actiion. See St, Mark, chap. 6. unscriptural creeds of hutnan Invention, to & «th 
We di) not mean to say that it would belwhich it is considered a duty to subscribe, & the 
upjustifixtle for us to attend meeting, for welhave laid a foundation for much difficulty F mo, 
have maoy times received much satisfactionfand much uncharitavle contention among & obe 
in the worship of God with our brethren.|those who might otherwise be united in the F that 
but we mea to say that our obligation tolipicit of divine love. mer 
attend public worship with the church has} To suppose that there is any thing essen © ye, 
been, weiikened by discovering absurdity, as|/ially divine in Christ; something yaderiv § ear 
we honestly think we have, in its doctrine.—Jed to him and eternal in him, supposes eB « 
In additi m to this, it has generally been in-jther that something essential to the divine § ams 
conventerit for us to attend, on account uf | Being suffered death, or that Christ did nev: | 
the distance at which we have lived fromjer die: tv suppose that the Jews crucified § R 
church. the Almighty, is to us entirely inadmissible 
We ack nowledge that we have been ad-jand absurd; we consider this nota mystery 
monished Sy our brethren, and we are wil-{but a contradiction, for self-existence cal: 
ling to allaw that such admonition was dic [not die. 
tated by the best of motives: But we have} We fully believe in the divinity of Christ's & Firs 
already stated our reasons for not consider-fmission for he savs “my doctrine is nt Bh Yo 
ing it our duty to regard such admonition. ne, but his that sent me.”? It will not Bfore | 
our second charge relates wholly to my-remove this objection to say he speaks this Bpersy 
a Mwhat you call a breach of the Sab-of his human nature, tor he aever mentions Bbeen | 
a 7 fee heey to observe that nojtwo natures in himself but uniformly et Bie, 
a . morality is brought against my/presses his dependence upon the Almighty Brion, 
Ss: FORE words are “ breach of the Sab-|** his God and our God, his Father and out Blance 
sath Mh a en a on secular busi- Father.” at the 
ne ae ret 7 wt a have to state, lhe only article of belief, we are able ° 
perform ‘ secelar ol? jo to was not tolfind in the New-Testament is sh beliert By 
Rae ae mut an unexpect-jthat Jesus Christ is the Sun of Ged,’ this Ps 
mn te anata et Se; ane it expedient fur|we religiously believe: and webave no ideé Bam vo, 
elena oa Pera ao very brief state-jhow any being can be his own Sun and Mi Biain, 
of thie tndter.1aae ar concerus; butjowndather, or how any Son can be as o@ Hud th 
tefedeedibs, leve the church has nojas his Father, Y prot 
fede I ink eke ng canary] With respect to «dhe future and eal Bt 
‘> disregard the sabbath, but P’consider tied rre ent oF impenitent sinners,” we 0 Pls 
= ’ consider thatimit that we do not find either this languay FP wi 


























































































THE HERALD OF SALVATION. 65 


— scriptures for all sinners|stroy the pure gospel of God our Saviour.— 


or this ite anne and if God hath} hope you will make thisa serious subject 
ve oie entance” to some, and ueverjof consideration, that you will repent and 
wgrante en will he not be infinitely par-|turn to God, so that sin may not be your 
will to el as infinitely cruel in tormenting}eternal ruin. [hope you will attend at the 
tial, 1 alee those whom he would not}time appointed, we shall be glad to see you; 
ty all € -? that the Lord may give you rejentance to 
the acknowledament of the truth, is the 


d who could not save themselves? 
me “to seek and to save that which: 
prayer of vour friend. Gi. W. G. 
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on and if even one of the lost chil- 


D dren of Adama should be eternally lost, would 
he mission of Christ ever be perfected ? 
) Please to notice this question in particalar. 
) You speak of * breach of covenant with 
+ God? Fe. permit me to ask, if I and my 
wife are among the number whom * God 
| outof bis mere geod pleasure from all eter- 
nity elected unto everlasting life,’ can we 
> break the eternal coveaant of God and place 
ourselves among the ron-elect? The cove- 
nant of gospel Traces which man cannot 
break, is thus expressed in Holy writ, 
«in thee and in thy seed which is Christ, 
shail all families, all nations and all kindreds 
of the earth, be blessed with justification 
chro’ faith.” See Gen. 12,18. 22. Acts 3 
Gal. 3. Our obligations ef obedience arc 
increaved by an increase of knowledge, as 
“ the goodness of God feadeth to repentance,” 
B the more goodness we discover in him, the 
BE more are we excited to cheerful and hearty 
obedience. G how glorious is the thought 
that “the Lord is good to all and his tender 
mercies over all bis works!’ In one letter 
» | wecannot say all we could wish: but we 
y earnestly desire a reply. 
“Wishing you grace mercy and peace,” I 


Henderson, April 9th, 1822. 

Rev. Sir, 

[ have receive! your letter of the 29th 
of Mareh, again citing me and ny wife to 
appear before the session of the church to 
answer personally to the same charges which 
were specified in your former letter. I ree 
zréet Sir, that you have named the 15th of 
this month for our attendance: because my. 
business will indispensably requite my ab- 
sence from home on that day, and probably 
for several days afterwards. Thereappears 
to be something peculiar in relation to this 
matter, we are again cited to appear person- 
ally,to answer to the very same charges 
which we have already answered in writing, 
and to which, (notwithstanding our earnest 
solicitation,) you have made no reply. 

You just mention dur letter and say you 
are ‘* very sorry to find” us ‘so wnacquaint- 
ed with the doctrines of the scriptures” &c. 
but you neither point out a single particular 
in which we were wrong, nor do you make 
the least effort to acquaint as with those doc- 
trines concerning which, you charge us with 
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am Sir, yours very respectfully. ignorance. Are you fully persuaded Sir, 

L. H. PIERCE. |that in this particdlar, your conduct com- 

Rey. G. W. Gare, ports with the character of an affectionate 

; Pastor, and a professed teacher of religion ? 
d Your fears that we * have been led astra 


Adams March 29th, 1822. 
_ Mr.and Mrs. Pierce members of the 
WB First Presbyterian Church in Adams. 
OW are again ciied hereby to appear be- 

Of Blore the session of this church to answer 
H ppersunally to certain charges which have 
M Been brought against you, both of which you 
a already been apprized in a former eita- 
J pe. The day appointec for your atten- 

ance is the 15th uf next month at 1 o’ctock, 
pet the Meeting House in Adaws. Yvurs, 
GEO. W. GALE. 


by the adversary and by artful and wicked 
men’? &c. we consider to be altogether 
groundless, we believe we arein our right 
minds, and we wish to “ speak the words of 
truth and soberness,” and we assure you 
Sir, that we have more confidence in God 
and less confidence in **the adversary, than 
formerly. We feel confident that if * art- 
ful and wicked men would pervert and des- 
troy the pure gospel ef God our Saviour,” 
ifthey had power, yet the gospel of life, love, 
B salvation and immortality; being of God, 
“Bd order of Session. cannot be overthrown by all the powers of 

am ver received a letter from you andjdarkness and wickedness united. __ 
Wainiaa ta? to find that you are so unac- You say “I hope you will make this a se- 
: ooo the doctrines of the scripturejrious subject of consideration, that you will 
1 protessed.” Which you have once public |repent and turn to God, so that sin may not 
have ben have reason to fear that}be your eternal ruin.” But Sir, we do not 
2 ieee an astray by ylelding to the|think that sin will be the edernal ruin of any ; 
: wicked » the adversary, and by artiuljfor the very plain reason stated in the 5th 
men who would pervert and de-fof Rom, “where sin abvwnded, grace did 
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much more abornd” together with the last 
verse of the same chapter. 

But Sir. of what do you hope w 

encé It understand you, you 
will repent of an Aonest ofinion f 
crime to possess an 
you really hope we shall repent of the 
crime.of believing that “ the Lord is good to 
all. and’his tender mercies are over all his 


it shall be measured to you again.” 
ing to this rule, I might with equal propriety 
call upon you Sir, to refrent of your Calvin- 
istic faith! Let us endeavor to 66 
othere as we would 
tous.” - 

We wish to meet with you as you require, 
personally to answer before you, if we can 
be fayored with atime at which we can at- 
tend—but we apprehend that it would be of 
little use for usto meet the session of the 
church. if our verbal defence should be dis- 
posed of @s our written defence has been.— 
We desire you to forgive every expression 
in this.Jetter, (if any such there be) which 
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no time at my command. Should vou come 
up there willbe an opportunity to examine 
e will re-|the sulject—and if [ have been unfaithful ag 
hope wel think it ver 
Is it alhave an opportunity of knowing how far, and | 
honest opinion? Do I shall not be backward I hepe in making 
awful|confession to you, or to the Lord. 


y likely tnat [ have, I shalf 


[hope you and I shall feel that Goq 


has appointed a day in which the world shal] 
works?” ** With what measure ye mete,|be judged in righteousuess, and without re. | 
Accord-|pentance towards God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; we shall hear him say Depart | 
ye cursed! Be assured that my prayer to the 
do unto|Lord is that you may be recovered out of § 
that they should do un-jthe snare of the Devil into which you are 
fallen, and my best wishes are tor you 
temporal and eternal welfare Yours, 


GitO. W. GALE, 





FOR THE HERALD OF SALVATION, 


To the Rev. Mr. Souden of Lowville. 
Rev'd Sir, 


Thad the pleasure, last Sabbath, of hearing 


two discourses from you at the Methodist Episeo. 
pal Church inthis Viliage. 


With your remarks, in 


may seem uncharitable, for we assure YOU) veneral, | was much edified ; but, sir, theréwas i 


nothing of the kind is designed. 


ve happy soon to receive a reply. 4 
Wishing you Sir, the indiscribable felici- 


ty of believing that the tender mercy of our| 


God, includes not only yourself, but al! 


We should |certain statement in your first discourse whig] am 


unable to reconcile with scripture. You labored t 
show that eternal salvation is predicated upon coo. 
ditional promises. As you citallenged any one 
produce one promise in the bible, that is not condi. 
ional, [ avail myself of this opporwunity to refer 


mankind, lam dear Sir, with great respect |you to the foliowing scripture promises, and I would 


your friend and brother. 
. L. H, PIERCE. 
Rev.G. W. Gate. 
—2 (o=— 
Adams, July 4th, 1822. 
To Mr, Levi Pierce and wife. 

I would inform you that the session of this 
church, have appointed Thursday, the 18th 
day of this month, to attend to your trial on 
the severai charges heretofere broughtagainst 
you of which you have had.information. 

_ Fou will please therefore, to attend at 
the Meeting-House in this place, at 2 
o’clock on that day, to atiswer to said char- 
ges. If you should not appear, you will be 
censured for contumacy and your trials pro- 
ceed as if you were here. By order of the 
session. : 

GEO. W. GALE, Moderator. 

P.S. [received your letter in answer to 
the last citation. E would inform you that 
letters in such cases where persons are with- 
ina reasonable distance do not answer a8 a 
defence. We hope you will attend both of 
you. Lintended to answer your letter in 
which youcomplain of my unfaithfulness as 
a pastor and other things in it, whichis the 
reason I have not attended to your case be- 
fore, but pressure of business and absence 
from home has prevented, and now have 


thank you, sir, to point out the condition, or a. 
knowledge your mistake, 


Gen. 12.3. “In thee SHALL ALL FAMILIE! p 


of the earth be blessed.” Gen. 22. 18. “ In thy 
seed SHALL ALL the NATIONS of the earth & 
biessed.” Isa. 43. 25. I, even I, am he that blottett 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and WILL 
not remember thy sins.” Isa, 45. 23. ‘ F have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone cut of my mouti 
in righteousness, and SHALL not return, that uate 
me every knee SHALL bow, every tongue SHALL 
swear, 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and strength.” Psalm, 64% 
“ALL MEN SHALL tear, and SHALL deciat 
the work of God; for they SHALL WISEL! 
consider of his doing.” Wan. 7. 27. As domit 
iONS HALL serve and obey him” Math. 1, 2 
He sux save his people from their sins” John 6, 
“ALL that the Father giveth me SHALL come? 
me” Acts S. 25. In thy seed sHaxt all the kindreds 
of the earth be blessed” Luke 3. 6. “ All fie# 
SHALL see the salvation of God” Heb. 6.81 
* All saartknow me from the least to the greatest 

Watertown March 4th, 1823. 

A HEARER. 
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Surely SHALL say, in the Lord bave!l® 
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